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The Obſcurity of the 4 Text 


is removed, and its genuine 
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1 „e READER. 


Dp. E RE HAP 8 5 Fr will be 

" prejudiced againſt the following 
ai Hertarion upon the difficult text of 
St, Peter, as it may ſeem an hardy 
attempt, or a great preſumption, to 
offer any thing upon a ſubjeft which © 


hath been ſo much laboured by men of 
the higheſt penetration and capacity in 


criticiſm: but as no explanation of the 
paſſage in queſtion hitherto pu * 
could give the author the wiſhed fe 
ſatisfaction, he was forced to a diligent 
and ſerious reſearch into the original 
words for the true meaning of the text 
and context, though with much 22 


dence of his own abilities, eſpecially as 


fo many perſons of ſuperior learning 
had gone before * Sed quid tentare 


nocebit ſy 
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TH IS di her raden is the refult of 
his inquiry which hath given perfect 
eaſe ta bis own mind, and hath lain by 
him for ſome time: and now the: hope 
F giving ſome content to thoſe few who 
will vouchſafe to look into it, is the. only 
motive that determines him to ſubmit it 
to the candid examination of the fincere 
lovers of truth. He is Very ſenſible 
there is little encouragement or regard 
for matters of uch a ſerious turn, 
Vince . the queſtion in the comedy 7s as 
Proper on this occaſion as ever, populus 
curat hec ? The bulk of mankind care 
for none of theſe things : and the grand 
world at preſent is of a quite different 
?afte from the noblemen and honourable 
women in the days of St. Paul, though 
it would be no 9 iſgrace to ok high 
birth and excellent parts to ſearch the 
Scriptures, to read the Teſtament, and 
pracliſe the principles of the holy Jeſus, 
_ which would make them wiſe a unto a al. 
var ion. 


2 PETER I. 19. "2 
Ke) "XOMEN Birr rox e n 


n 3 I think I am. warranted to 5 
| tranſlate thay, 


=» : 5 


* 


5 ey We panne or. robe that a a more 

ure word of prophecy ; --- whereunto 

ye do well that ye take heed, as. to a 
"of 12 that l in a dark place, um- 
il the day dawn, and the day: ar 
OO in . hearts. 11 Hows 


#1 
of 
- 
7 
| 


— — — — 


—ů— 


The common tranſlation FI 


! 
u 
| 


We have ao a more fore word Ca 
l N J 


E. F ORE 1 n he | 
_ tranſlation. here offered, I beg 


2 in the firſt place to oblerve, that 
N A 4 there 


1 


. 


there are two periods and promiſes 


of Cbriſt's coming to judgment men- 


tioned in the goſpels; the one near 
and literal, the other myſtical and 


more r * 


Py % * Wn Row om. 5 * 
$ 2 


TI HE. 8 is e the puniſhment of 
the unbelieving Jews in the total ruin 


of their city and republic * for that 


terrible execution was the work of 
our Lord, one of the grand atchicve- 
"ments of his reign, and this 
about forty years after our Saviour's 
death, in confirmation of his ow n 
prediction directed to that adulterous 
and finful generation, as St. Mark 
expreſſeth it, when ſome of the a- 
poſtles, and a great number of 
thoſe who had heard it, were yet liv- 


ing: for our Lord's words in pre- 


ſence of the multitude are theſe | 


I tell you of a truth, there be Se 


Panding here, which ſhall not tafte of 


death, till they Jer ther "Rey. 27 
Goa +. | 


O Mat, xxiv. 30, 3x. Mark \ viii. 28. - Lal: o 1X. 25 + 27 


* 
N 2 "os 
-- 


Tux ſame n is repeated alſo 


to his, diſciples in private, as we may 
infer from the teſtimony of St. Mat- 


thew- and St. Jobn, when our Lord 


ſays to St. Peter concerning St. Jobn, 
if I will that he tarry Pill 7 come, 
what is that zo thee? Kan, thou me, + 


. st . lived 
many years after the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and St Peter died before 
it, as he hints a few. verſes before the 


text I am going to conſider, For in 


both his epiſtles he ſpeaks of a Salva- 


tion ready to be revealed to the. faith- 
ful, and a fwift de * or ane. 
rie e the #ngod'y A 


22 


2 k Now 3 Ab "nies 


Chry 1 ſoftome, | Theophylaf, Sc. apply 


this firſt coming of our Lord to his 
transfiguration which followed about 
ſix or eight days after this prediction: : 


There 55 Some flanding here, &c. 


+ Matt. xvi, 28. Jobn xxi, 22. $ I Pet. i I, * 2 Pet. i 1. 
I, 3 Vid. Synop. Matt. xvi. 28. 


Bur 


1 


, 
- =>. = - 8 7 3 
— Is nes” 2 0 2 8 


65 9 N 


we, 


Aifitincs Put allo an ereiit to be 4 deen | 
at leaſt by ſome of the people who 


ſtood ty, as well as by the apoſtles 
who were then all alive, though only 


three of them ſaw the transfiguration, 


which was indeed a moſt conv incing 


evidence and lively: image of his fu- 


ture glory; yet as it was ſeen by ſo 
few, it can ſcarce be imagined to be 


the N to PROG 0 fore- 


told. i 


TI HE er eng or . of 


dur Lord's coming is the ſolemn 
judgment of the world at the laſt 
day, ſo particularly deſcribed in St. 
Matthew's goſpel, and in the third 
chapter of this ſecond epiſtle of St. 
Peter. And that this coming differs 
from the former plainly appears from 
the oracle abovementioned, ſince none 


of thoſe who ſood- by, and heard it, 


Tul ix. 22; 27. Matt, xxv. 310 Ge. 2 Peter ii. 10 Cc. 
Lale ix. 3 ' 4 | 


PT at 3 IS. II 00 2 OE 


cou'd i 


WEE 
aaa be ſuppo ſed to live till that laſt 


period of time, when the Son of man 
ſhall ſhine forth in all his glory. 


-Hownver It m be confeſſed, 
theſe two events, as prefigured in the 
goſpels and 8t. Peter's two epiſ- 

tles, are ſometimes ſo blended to- 
gether, that it will always be a hard 
taſk for any human underſtanding to 
adjuſt and diſtinguiſh all the particu- 
lars belonging to each of them; but 


theſe ſecrets, and the reaſons Why : 


they are ſo, are well known to the 
ſpirit of God, who infpired the pro- 
phets, who * through all the iſſues 


_- time, and ſounds the depths of 


eternity. This being premiſed, the 


text, as it now ſtands, hath an im- 


mediate relation not only to our 
Lord's transfiguration, of which, the 


writer here tells us, he was an eye- 


witneſs; but alſo to his twofold 


coming as foretold in _the goſpel, 


2 Peter i. 16. 
and 


14 
* 


and wen ara to his converts * 
e Ce e + I 


4 * 3 IVE  » $5 4 


dg Y012 21h He AtLAMING! 265213 Ll; 
TA 118 WISE variation from "0 


common tranſlation of the. text makes 
ſuch a conſiderable change in the 
ſenſe, throyys a. luſtre; upon the 
words, and renders the apoſtle” J 
whole reaſoning and defi gn ſo co- 
| herent and conſiſtent, N. the im- 


ſuaded to think and wall LN. the inter- 


pretation truly genuine, and I am 
fully convinced it is ſo, elſe I would ; 


not offer it to the ele: | 


1. ET us review the connexion be: 
tween the text and context with a 
chriſtian candor. For we, ſays the 
apoſtle, have not followed cunningly 
deviſed fables, when ue made known 


unto you the power and coming of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but. were eye-wit- 


weſſes of his majeſty: For he received 
row God the Father, bonour and 


2 Peter i. 16. Ge. 


1 K $ 


reader will be almoſt per- 


glory, 


Wh was. 4A. 


E (49). 
glory, when there came ck 4 voice 
from the excellent glory, this is my be- 
Ivved Son, in when 1 an well lg i 
ed. And this voice which came from 

Heaven we heard," when we were 
| with mm in the holy mount. 


. —— . «Ü—rr————— — ˙ . 


2 4 
Tun EN. the text, | unde 
conſideration, : 


*. rox aer. 1 rox appli —— 


Fi wt we | colont « or reckon that a more 


Abe verb, tow, is naar ada in this ſends i in other 
parts of the New- Teſtament: Mar. xxi. 26. Ilavls yag ixovor, - 
TON Tod o; Thopilhn—For all hold or count [that] John as 4 

 Frophet. Matt. xiv. 5. Mark xi. 32. Acts xx. 24. Ovò Ax vm, 
| {40u virale acl, Phil. ii. 29. Kat Th; Toiovres thous Exili 

em. 17. El obs ijs Ix² u . If thou count me therefore a 

tner. 

In this ſenſe it is likewiſe uſed by the beſt writers of Greece, 

| fo. Thucid. And oy Bo excellent orator, {ſocrates, in Panath. 
p- 473. Ed. Chih 1 Tirerg ov * eormonTruperous Plate 
be Rep. 3 i. p. 8. d. 1713. Kal à atle & rds ri 
TY Et alia quzdam quz hujuſmodi habentur. | 
I o, 3, 3, Articulus præpoſitivus hoc loco notat Ee, et 
denotat certum quid et notum cujus jam facta mentio. 
7 8, 9. Othe fn ines 7) o a he wajhpion jou . wov 
* "Hy ee 985 To Adu. John i iv. 37. Acts x. 36. Toy Abyor— 
= Acts x. 37. T d that word, or (as it may be rendered) 
which word, you NON; 85 5 ſhed— - 

| 5 Homer Il. N o8 He Dies as) ein pul 
labens. I. 516. wt K 1.5 I. 359. Hall rd, die illo, et paſſim. 

Thus 7 ſee that the propriety and purity of the ſacred 
_ writers of the New-Tekament, are not e to the beſt 
rde We Greeee. 


= IN : | fare 


i 


tk 


fare word of nn ; === whiereunto1 ys 
do well that ye take bed, as to a light 
iat ſbinetßh in a dark place, until 
the day dawn, and- * 90 ar a- 


riſe ak hearts. 


Tuar * we chriſtians, more 


eſpecially we the apoſtles of Jaſus, 


who were eye-witneſſes of his glori- 
fication upon the mount, and who 
heard the voice of the eternal God 
the Father proclaiming him his well- 
beloved Son; we hold that to be the 


cleareſt revelation of the final judg- 
ment ever yet made known to man- 
kind, a moſt illuſtrious pledge and 
viſible demonſtration of his coming 
in with all the majeſty and ful- 
neſs of the oh np at the laſt * 


A ND. to "_ Meer 0 . er : 


ye. do. well to take heed, as-to a 


light ſhining in a dark place, to 


wit, clearer than the dark predicti- 
ons of a future ſtate and judgment 


- 


(ns) 


given by your on prophets, whom 
nevertheleſs you are bound to hon- 
our as being divinely inſpired, and 
having ſpoken as ** were moved 


& * Holy- Ghoſt. 


Bur further Aill, this word of 
Kb will foon. be | ſucceeded 


and confirmed by another remark- 
able appearance of the Son of God, 
who will quickly come again with 
power and great glory, to revive 
the drooping ſpirits of his ſervants, 


to re-eſtabliſh their Faith, to tale | 


vengeance of his and their enemies, 


by the ſignal deſolation of Teruſa- 


Jem; and will in due time more 
fully diſplay the triumphs of his 


2 Peter i. 20. &c. Luke xxi. 20, Ge. | 
This, equals that beautiful image in Homer where- 


with he adorns his hero in the day that he performed the 


molt gallant action in the whole Iliad : the poet paints him 
as far excelling the other chiefs, as the evening or morn- 
ing · ſtar uni is the ſame) outſhines the leſſer 9 


Oli & ac elos pl & acpaen rorrdg apodya 
Ov" 96 xa&)Ago; 10 oVgary Lula & a. | 
| Hom. II. X. . 317. l 26. 


grace, in the total converſion of 2 
* Jeus, when the Day. ar 


. | 
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ſhall ariſe in ae hearts, when 


by a plentiful effuſion of his ſpirit 
he will remove the fatal blindneſs of 
Iſrael, and bring in the fulneſs of 
the gentiles to the knowledge o of the 
truth, a ſign which will proceed and 
uſher in his laſt tremenduous com- 


ing to o judgment. 


Fb k this His laſt coming ſes 
to be the main deſign of theſe two 


epiſtles, which were — not on- 
ly to the inhabitants of Judea, but 
alfo to the frangers ſeattered through 
the regions of Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
padecia, Aſa, and Bythynia : a peo- 
ple who had but a ſmall "ſhare and 
concern in the deſtru ction of Feru- 
falem. Whether Chrift viſited that 
city with a puniſhment ſudden or 
more ſlow, did not regard them 
but indirectly: but the general 
judgment now immediately poin- 
ted at, a day of Per dition to all 


Joel iii. 2, 13, Se. Rom. xi. 25˙ 26, Se. 
I Peter i. 1. 2 Peter iii. 1. 2 Peter iii. 7. 


ungodly 


ud . , ; A £5 , * on 5 


, 3 


£ $ 


© S 


69 


* whigudly men, gives a dreadful EY 
to all the "chriſtian World. Phe 


holy watch-man warns every beliver 


to prepare for 57 as being perſonal- 
Io ecltelrel in 1617 270M thn 


IJ * 2 7 fry Tien #9? 5 9561} FL 15 {#4 94 Quit, 


- 


01 Tr pit the proſp eck of tler ird. 


ſpired writer muſt certainly com. 


prehend a larger ſerene, - and termi- 


nate in a deeper - trag dy than the 


indſfacre of the Fewyſh nation, 
Plainly appears from the a poſtle 8 


reaſoning againſt the! kater ar- = 


gament of the ſcoffers in His 
time, who faid, where is the pro- 


miſe. of bis coming ?' For. all 51 4 


continue a as "they © ore From he 
creation. He replies ſmartly, that 
they were willingly ignorant, as "the 
world had once periſhed by water, 
and was again doomed to fire; but 


the world which was oyerflo weck by 


water was not 1 0 any 
one nation: therefore, St. Peter 


2 Pater iii. 4 e. 


VT 3 foretells 
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(a ) 


foretells a more e dee 
than that of the N 


Anv [bee I wagld . at 
cular notice, that this his laſt com- 
ing to judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs, is the ſolemn ſanction, the 
ſtrong motive wherewith he enforces 
the practice of the great doctrines, 
and moſt refined morals of the 
goſpel, which he ſo  patherically : 
and earneſtly recommends, in- the 
former part of this chapter, to his 
chriſtian brethren. With what an ir- 
reſiſtible addreſs doth he preſs theſe 
momentuous truths, as his laſt in- 
Aructiont a little before His * 
as the on y means of entering the 
everlaſting | kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſus, and as the moſt important 
things always to be remembered 2 
* even e, Bis i dai = 


Fur i. 14. 58, G. 


Tiwis 


(xs) 


| ET 8 e bee is the 


main point he labours in this epiſ- 


tle, he conſiders it more particular- 
in the laſt chapter; he demo- 


; Aube all the objections of the li- 


bertines with great ſtrength of ar- 
gument, with a perſuaſive elo- 


2 with \ day” and 
fervour of ſpirit 1 to him- 


ſelf, and that character which he 
bears in the goſpel, and Ny" 


in all his ST. 


"Hz paints that dreadful day of 


n ues God: the Sor, with the 
moſt. ſtriking images and darkeſt 


colourings ; he repreſents, _ as it 
were, before our eyes, the heavens 


paſſing away with a great noiſe, 


| the elements melting, the earth fhak- 
3 E. to its center, and all the works 


nature Farming 4 


TEN he cloſes the affecing 


2 Peter iü. ro, 1 5 | 
B 2 ſcene, 


(20) 


ſcene, and enforces his whole ar- 
gument with a.,moving and, maſter- 
1 exhortation 5 to the practice of 
all. religion and virtue; Seeing. then, 
40, theſe, things, ſhall 1 fe | diſſolved, 


at, manner of: perſons. ought. ye to 


SS © + % 3 


be. in all: holy ly converſation and godli- 
405. looking, far, and 14 unto, 
| 15 coming 25 the , day; UN Cod. 
. HI "4 Bhs , 1 LEED concern | 
ing the final. diflolution, of the uni- 
verſe is a counter: part to. Ho ofes's 8 
ſublime deſcription of the firſt crea- 
tion, When we conſider; with at- 
tention the account of that moſt 
ancient hiſtorian in the beginning 
4 | time, We. ee ho amt e 


* * \} TY 8 8 \ 380 vt 


AGaix, "A ho np Fate hd 


curious frame of the univerſe, we 


, in Sou - * # "\ 
4 4 * 7 . 
lh * yy Pr 7 15 RS AY 5} + x ” * 
+ - F* _ Jo * 
4, 


| Gan i. 


"y 
Ti» Me 


I” (; 21. 3 ) 


— 


| now. behold: with pleaſure and. with: 
der, ſtill Jah, by the Same word, 


as the apoſtle here obſerves. 


; Ap by the ſame word at the 
| _ of. time and ages, it is likewiſe 
predeſtined and. doomed to a very 


5 remarkable defolation. 1 


Sve C f is the 8 Jebovab whom 

: the libertines and ſcoffers of the laſt 
days dare to blaſpheme. Such is 

the coming of the Lord of hoſts, 


which ſhould command the recol- 


lection and reflection of the moſt 
thoughtleſs ſcorners, wean them from 


the pleaſu: res of fleſh. and ſenſe, and 
make them turn ſober and ſerious. 
It ſhould make ſome impreſſion 


upon the preſent ludicrous genera- 


tion, and bring them back again 


to ſevere morality or chriſtian pi- 
enn rn „„ = 17 


* * 
4 — + a it was# «a. 2a ” F 1 . * 
at. + x „ U 4 Aa K * 
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WI 6 Ein think without ttemb- 


11 


tu. 


4 Petr i Bl, 7. 
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(22) 


ling upon the omp | and Golemnity 
hes awful 1 1 5 
1 AT tees or pen can de- 
ſeribe it? What eye can behold 
it? What conſcience can bear it 
without emotion? hen the com- 
manding voice of the archangel ſpall 

proclaim this. laſt ſolemnity ; when 
the trump of God: ori and loud 
ſhall awake the dead, and Jummon 
the living to womb! at the OR 
ae 15 


N. hall we ie CO very 
heaven; which formerly opened to re- 


ceive the Son of. God, opening again 
at his laſt return to the world, to 


execute his chreatnings againſt re- 
bellious Sinners. ; : 


3 
* 


TRHEN ſhall 7 ak a 
the dead that have been long 
Reo in the duſt, and the 
1 Theſe xiv, 16. 1 Cor. xv. 52 ar i. ol 1 
ſea 
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ſea give u ip. 4. bodies that have 

been buried in the deep. Then 
Gall the thouſands, the thouſand 
times ten thouſand which wait before 
the throne, miniſten unto him; they 
ſhall be witneſſes, approvers, and 
— of; * orders and Ai. | 
Hons. v4" 


IN. e day mill the d of 
be. and —_ the regiſters of e- 
verlaſting be laid open, 
where all — thoughts, idle 

words, and wicked works are enter- 

d and recorded with great exact 
nung. Then ſhall the ſecred decrees 

of heaven be unfolded, the. mazes 
and myſteries of providence explo- 
red, the irreverſible fate of man- 
kind be determined, and the final 
ſentence paſs for an happy or mi- 
ſerable a W wt to 2 
works. 5 
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Waar man ; ht 3 muck. hor- 


Dania rü. 10. Rev, xx. 12. | 
ror 
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br ad conſtesnatün could ſtand 


firm enough at that time, "to 'have 5 


recourſe to the proper means of re- 
pentance, even Auppoſing there was 


5 WP room fore I pry AN rede = 
O08 EIT 1 e od gd 


- Sou alas 1 the reign of grace 
wil then be at an end, the mul. 


titudes, the wicked multitudes ; 


ſhall» cry in vain for merey, when 
the Lord 15. — in - the" alley © of 
deciſon, the vile ſo dreadfully & de 
: "ny bed 4 the Opie Joel. 


n 1 5 


1 N libertines hs 


enbellevirs of every age have no rea- 
ſon tog repine, that this day of F 7 


judgment” is ftill adjourned- 
Lord is long  fuffering* towards - 4 
men; not willing that any” Should 
periſpio W ith what face can they 
cry out:: where is the pPromiſe of 
his coming when that prorogati- 
on is intended as a rs 
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8 ; that long ſucceſſion 
or tract. of time, which ſo much 
amazes us, is but as a moment, 
er the. 1 of an eye to the 


all- perfect being: One day, ſays 


aur divine philoſopher, 16 with - the 


| Lord ar a thouſand 2 and 4 


ae bears as one day. 


: In. 4 2 8 ſhort ie 
| cantains ſuch. an ineſtimable 2 


C* 


divine and uſeful learning, as 

if the author had intended it to 
be a ſtanding monument of his glo- 
rious confeſſion recorded in the 
E or that à wiſe providence 


Nock ence to the chriſtian 
church ef * 
ſcorners and nden of every age 


to the world's end, that the gates of 


bell may not prevail. againſt} the 
zruth, according to the oracle & 
ven on that occaſion. | 

Bid ver 8. Mate xvi, 16, er. Merk i ix. 7s 13. 26. 


C 1 5 Once 


ardained it for a perpetual 
faith, againſt the 
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One more, I would obſerve 
gar this account of our Lord's 
manifeſtation on the mount, and 
his coming to judgment, is ſo ve- 
ry conſiſtent with, and like to that 
Which is given in the goſpels, as 
ſeems to be a ſtrong proof not on- 
ly that this epiſtle is genuine; but 
alſo that one of the goſpels was 
Vritten, under St, Peter's direction, 
by his fellow- labourer St. Mark, 
whom he mentions ſo affectionately 
in his former epiſtle: Doubtleſs chi 
goſpel was ſeen and approved by St. 
Peter, and very probably in the 
hands of the church, as ell as St. 
Pauls epiſtles here mentioned, 
though written ſeveral N "years after 
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1 Peter v. 13. 2 Peter iii. gs c. 
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Lord's transfiguration, | and to his 


prediction of his powerful coming, 
as recorded in that 4 goſpel : for St. 
Peter ;and.. Mark the evangeliſt be- 
ing fellow-labourers preached the 
ſame doctrines to their people, and 
the, writings of both were probably 
read in the churches planted by 
them, as the Jews uſed to do the 
ſeriptures ot the Old Teſtament in 
our Saviours time: an 2 
5 8 approred by him and his 
apo and continued in our 
h to this very day. 


F nv have 1 made a ſincere en- 
quiry into the true meaning of the 
text before us, and humbly ſubmit 

to the impartial world, whether 
this interpretation be not very natu- 
ral and eaſy, conſonant and conclu- 
ſive to the apoſtle's whole deſign, 
without ſtraining or forcing the ori- 

ginal words: ſo that all the per- 
plexity and difficulty of this rag 
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